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Handwriting at Aldbury School

We currently use the Nelson Handwriting scheme to teach the technique
of handwriting in KS1 and KS2. This scheme focuses on developing

children’s letter formation, presentation skills and fluency of writing.

5 Stages of Basic Organisational Structure of Handwriting

1. Readiness to write, gross/fine motor skills leading to pattern and
letter formation (EYFS, 3-5yrs)

Beginning to join (KS1, 5-7yrs)

Securing the joins (KS1 & KS2, 5-9yrs)

Practising speed and fluency (KS1, 7-9yrs)

Presentational Skills (Upper KS2, 10-11yrs)
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Improve your handwriting tips and tricks

« Handwriting starts with colouring. This teaches good hand
control.

. Mark making is also part of the process to being able to
write. Drawing shapes, following wiggly lines is all part of
the learning process. Dot to dot for example teaches pen
control.

« Give your children plenty of opportunities to write, make
lists, play shops and write menus.

. Tracing or using wipe over books can also help.



« Mark making doesn’t need to be limited to paper. Using
sand drawing with sticks, finger painting or even shaving

foam can all be used.



The aims of the 2014
National Curriculum

Hamdwriting

Pupels showld be tougist to-

- it covnectly at a table, holding a penoi comforfably end cormecty
- hgin to fovmn lower-case lebters in the cormect disechion, starking
and fintshimg in the right ploce

« form copital ketters

- form dignts 0-9

- undershend wisch letters helong to wikch handwriting fomites”
{le letters that are formed in stmdlar ways) and to prachise these

Hotes and guidance |momn-stabutony)

Henduriting requires fequent end discrefe, disect teaching. Fupils
showld he ahle to form letters cormectly end confidendly. The size
of the writing implement {penc, pen) showld not be too henge fora
poumg pupd's fend, Whatover (s Being used showld allow the pupd
e Rodd it ooy and cormectly so thiet baed hobits e aveidded

Left-handed pupils should recene spactfic teaching to meat thair
nieds.

Handwriting
Pupsls showld be tmugist fo-
+ form lowercase ketters of Ehe corract stee relathve [0 one ancdtser

- start wsimg same of the diggonal and horizontal strobes needed
o jotn Aedters and understond witoh tters, when adiacent to one
ancdtey, o best AT wnjoimed

«wrilte capit el letfers mnd digits of the comect size, orientmhion and
refationshdd to one enother and to lower-case leters

- s spacing betwean words thaet reflects the size of the kefters

Motes and guidanoe | mom-statutony)

Pupdls showld revise and practise comect letter formation
frequently. They sfould be faught to wrike with a joined stple as
snon o5 Haey omn form etters securely with the cormect orient otion

Handwriting

Pupils should be taught to:

+ use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed o join
letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one
another, are best left unjoined

+ increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their
handwriting, [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes
of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines of writing

are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of
letters do not touch]

Motes and guidance (non-statutory)

Pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their
independent writing. Handwriting should continue to be taught,
with the aim of increasing the Auency with which pupils are able o
write down what they want to say. This, in turn, will support their
composition and spelling.

Handwriting and presentation

Pupils should be taught to:

= write legibly. fluently and with increasing speed by:

+ choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and
deciding whether or not to join specific letlers

+ choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task

Hotes and guidance (non-statutory)

Pupils should continue to practise handwriting and be encouraged
o increase the speed of il, so that problems with forming letters
do not get in the way of their writing down what they want to

say. They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is
appropriate for a particular task, for example, quick notes or a
final handwritten version. They should also be taught to use an
unjoined style, for exampie, for labelling a diagram or data, writing
an ermail address, or for algebra, and capital letters, for example,
for filling in a form.




Writing Model
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~Tripod Grip

1 - Tall Finger (side)
2 - Thumb (pad)
3 - Pointing Finger (tip)
All fingers are slightly bent.

=Don't do this!

All fingers
pulled
into a

fist.







