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HFL ARE statements explained 

How do I construct 
and interpret food 
chains? 

Children need to be able to make their own food chains. They should be able to name which animals/plants are 
producers, prey and predators. They should be able to verbally explain the food chain. Children must be able to 
recognise that a food chain must always start with a green plant (a producer). They should recognise that green 
plants are the ultimate source of food for all animals. The arrows show the flow of energy.  

 
grass (producer) – grasshopper (prey) – mouse (predator/prey) – owl (predator) 

How do I use 
classification keys to 
group, identify and 
name a variety of 
living things? 

This needs to include plants and trees, not just animals. You can 
use classification keys to help group identify and name a variety 
of living things. Children are not required to make their own but 
might enjoy doing so.  

How can living 
things be grouped? 

Children are required to group living things in a variety of different ways.  
GD statement – some animals are hard to classify. Children need to be able to explain why. 

 platypus – feed milk to their young, have fur and are warm blooded (like mammals) but lay eggs (like 
reptiles/amphibians/fish) 

 sharks – have gills/fins and are cold blooded (like fish) but most species of shark give birth to their live 
young (like mammals) 

flowering 
plants  

non-flowering 
plants 

vertebrates  invertebrates fish mammals amphibians reptiles birds 

sunflower  
daffodil 

orchid 
 

fern 
moss 

algae 

frog 
monkey 

dog 

worm  
slug 

jellyfish 

goldfish 
Blue Tang 
megalodon 

humans 
elephants 

dog 
dolphin 

frog 
newt 

salamander 

lizard 
turtles 
snakes 

parrots 
owls 

penguins 
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How do the features 
of an animal help 
them to survive? 
(examples) 

gills – fish have gills on the 
side of their body (instead of 
lungs) to help them breathe 
underwater  

blubber – a thick layer of 
skin under marine 
mammals (seals, whales, 
walruses) keeps animals 
warm and store energy 

camouflage – used to disguise their 
appearance/blend in with their surroundings and 
protect them from predators (e.g. screech owl, 
Mediterranean octopus, Goldenrod crab spider, 
leopard, mountain hare) 

How do changes in 
the environment 
pose dangers to 
living things? 

Changes to the environment can be natural or caused by humans. Changes to an environment can have positive 
as well as negative effects. Children should be able to identify that humans can cause changes to environments. 
This could include building housing developments in fields, pollution, deforestation etc.). They should be able to 
name some dangers this poses for living things. Plants and animals rely on the environment to give them 
everything they need (to breathe, grow, eat, have babies, move, sense and go to the toilet).  
Examples: 

 Trees – torn down  
 Less producers (green plants) = less food for prey 
 Increased/decreased rainfall and floods/droughts can drown animals that can’t swim or prevent animals 

from drinking water/growing plants 
 Temperature changes (seasons) – some animals might need to migrate or hibernate 

Natural dangers: earthquakes, storms, floods, droughts, wildfires, the seasons 
Human-made dangers: deforestation, pollution, urbanisation, the introduction of a new animal/plant species 
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